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the architecture of social and individual becoming to know. [ am
greatly concerned with creativity, design, learning and above all,
perhaps, with the form of intra- and intersubjective and social
consciousness. I am anxious to develop my own theoretical stance,
at the moment of Conversation Theory and Lp, but that interest
evolves. It will be exciting however to interact and converse with
many other researchers (older and younger). 1 hope my efforts will
be of mutual benefit.

Over the years I have met quite a few of the people working in the
institutes mentioned. In a sense they all helped me to accept the
invitation as guest professor. | would like to thank them personally,
and I will, but not now. You may all wish to refresh yourself at the
reception, having listened so patiently to all these dry statements
about participation, conversation and interaction. In this way, let us
make these topics more active, more live.

I would like to make some exceptions, however, to those many
whomI will not thank now. There is Prof. de Zeeuw. His motivation
and drive are well-known. They have been instrumental in my
appointment here. But most especially [ want to express my appre-
ciation of working together with someone who has produced such
deep and often unsettling insights in social science and social
change. And there is Gert Hulstein who has hosted me most
graciously, and who has demonstrated to be one of the up and
coming young men - though it isnot quite clear yet in what direction.

Thank You.
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NOTE 1

The information environment is considerably more than the re-
sources furnished by modern breakthroughs in computation and
telecommunication, although these resources are tools that give
leverage and amplification which render the information environ-
ment more powerful and all pervasive.The really important feature
of the information environment is the use which is made of these
facilities.

In England, for example, there is a tradition of the English “Pub”, in
the sense of a “local”, where people of all subcultures, wealths, ranks
and walks of life are inclined to meet and engage in debate. The pub,
in this sense, is not JUST a “bar”; it epitomises the information
environment (as squares, plazas, and the foyer at the opera do in
other civilisations). Today, “the world is our pub”, if the technolo-
gies are used for that purpose (I use the metaphor in terms of
language USE, rather than a world-wide network of beer tubes and

wine ducts).

The languages used are often not verbal. You can obtain personal
privacy, for example, by scrutinising some letters. You can obtain
debate amongst a group by employing the jargon and gesture of the
doctor, parson, squire, and labourer; those hoary symbols of roles in
village life. But there is also an interlingua of speech and attitude in
which all of them, doctor, parson, squire, and labourer converse in
forms of discourse, cabaret, and oratory.

NOTE 2

This statement requires some important, if technical, qualification.
First, the work of Flores and Winograd is, as lucidly pointed out by
Gregory, in much the same spirit as our work in Conversation
Theory and, so far as computers are involved, in Lp. Next, there is
a recent technical report by Bricken et al, in which they delineate a
“Boundary Logic”, based upona Spencer Brown type of “Distinction
Logic”, which, whilst independently developed, accords with the
distinction of collective and distributive forms in Lp. It is not yet
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clear to what extent there is a similarity between the boundary logics
of Bricken etal and the Lp calculus of analogies and generalisations,
the anatomy of which resembles that of “Catastrophes” in the
“Catastrophe Theory” of René Thom and the complementary dy-
namics of which resemble families of “chaotic” attractors (for ex-
ample, those worked out by Mandelbrot, Chernikov et al, Peitgen et
al), or “chaotic” dynamic equilibria.
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